THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 14, 2014 - 10:30 AM

Please turn off all communication devices.  Hearing Assistance Devices and Large Print Bibles are available; please ask an Usher.

Children’s Bulletins and “Quiet Bags” are available at the Welcome Table.
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP    Adeste Fideles O Come All Ye Faithful      arr. by Edwin McLean
Please take this time to quietly meditate on the following Scripture passage as you prepare your heart to worship the Lord.

Then Pilate said to him, "So you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. 

For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world--to bear witness to the truth.
John 18:37 (ESV)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE – The Candle of JOY

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth.

Psalm 67:4 (ESV)

*CALL TO WORSHIP


  

                                      Psalm 24:7-10 (ESV)
As God’s Word calls us to worship, let’s shout these words to one another recognizing that our worship is a response to God’s gracious call.
Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
People:
And be lifted up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

Leader:
Who is this King of glory? 
People:
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle! 

Leader:
Lift up your heads, O gates! 
People:
And lift them up, O ancient doors, that the King of glory may come in. 

Leader:
Who is this King of glory? 
ALL:

The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory!   

*HYMN OF PRAISE #198 (stanzas 1-4)   Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates!   

*PRAYER OF ADORATION  






       Elder Rob Fishbein
*WORSHIP IN SONG
          
           You Are My King
 Who Is This King Of Glory 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION


      
After the public confession below, you are encouraged to confess your sins silently to God.

Almighty and most merciful God; I acknowledge and confess that I have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed; that I have not loved You with all my heart and soul, with all my mind and strength; and that I have not loved my neighbor as myself.  I plead with You, O God, to forgive what I have been, to help me to amend what I am, and of Your mercy to direct what I shall be; so that I may hereafter walk in the way of Your commandments, and do those things which are pleasing in Your sight; through Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen!

COMFORT AND ASSURANCE OF THE GOSPEL

                         1 Peter 2:24-25 (ESV)             
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.
By his wounds you have been healed.  For you were straying like sheep,
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.
HYMN OF RESPONSE #213 (stanzas 1 & 2)   What Child Is This

           

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE               David, The Imperfect King
HYMN OF HOPE #213 (stanzas 1 & 3)   What Child Is This
*GREETING OF PEACE






        
      Romans 5:1 (ESV) 
Please take this opportunity to greet those around you, offering them the right hand of fellowship and the peace which is only found in Christ.

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER  





             Ephesians 6:18 (ESV)
 [Pray] at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.

To that end keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.  

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS            
Please take a moment to sign our “Fellowship Pad” and pass it along to those worshiping with you.  Thank you!

The offering is a vital part of our response to God and God’s Word.  It helps us connect our adoration for God with our life of discipleship.
For if the readiness is there, it [the gift]is acceptable according to what a person has, 
not according to what he does not have.

2 Corinthians 8:12 (ESV) 
OFFERTORY 



      Unto Us


     arr. by Larry & Lesa Bryant      
*CONFESSION OF FAITH


         Westminster Larger Catechism, Question 45
Pastor:

How does Christ execute the office of a king?

ALL:
Christ executes the office of a king, in calling out of the world a people to himself, and giving them officers, laws, and censures, by which he visibly governs them; in bestowing saving grace upon his elect, rewarding their obedience, and correcting them for their sins, preserving and supporting them under all their temptations and sufferings, restraining and overcoming all their enemies, and powerfully ordering all things for his own glory, and their good; and also in taking vengeance on the rest, who know not God, and obey the gospel.
*SCRIPTURE READING (page 573 in pew Bible)



                              Isaiah 9:6-7                                

SERMON

           
                “Jesus, The Perfect King”
Rev. David Stain
Pastor, Spring Hills Presbyterian Church
*CLOSING HYMN #214
          Angels We Have Heard On High 
  
*BENEDICTION








   

POSTLUDE

                      Angels We Have Heard On High 

     arr. by John Hudson                                                     
Personal Prayer and Counsel

"Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Be joyful in hope, 

patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality."       

Romans 12:10, 12, 13 (NIV)
We want so much to come alongside you in brotherly love and hospitality by your allowing us to be in prayer for your salvation or any need you may have.  Please see Pastor Stain or one of our Elders at the back of the church following the worship service where we are available and eager to meet with you and pray with you in complete confidence.
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            December 14, 2014
*The congregation stands.


