WORSHIPING THE GOD OF GRACE
April 26, 2015 - 10:30 AM

Please turn off all communication devices.  Hearing Assistance Devices and Large Print Bibles are available; please ask an Usher.

Children’s Bulletins and “Quiet Bags” are available at the Welcome Table.
PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP     O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 

     arr. by Roger House
Please take this time to quietly meditate on the following Scripture passage as you prepare your heart to worship the Lord.

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7 (ESV)

*CALL TO WORSHIP



          


         Psalm 66 (selected ESV)
As God’s Word calls us to worship, let’s shout these words to one another recognizing that our worship is a response to God’s gracious call.
Leader:
Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise!

People:
Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds!  So great is your power that your enemies come cringing to you.  All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your name."

Leader:
Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.
People:
He turned the sea into dry land, they passed through the river on foot.  There did we rejoice in him.

Leader:
Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard.  Come and hear, all you who fear God; and I will tell you what he has done for my soul.

People:
I cried to him with my mouth; and high praise was on my tongue.

ALL:
Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me!

*HYMN OF PRAISE #700 (stanzas 1-3, 5)   Come, We That Love The Lord     

*PRAYER OF ADORATION






         Elder Joe Blanner
*WORSHIP IN SONG
        How Deep The Father’s Love For Us
 
   Come And Fill Me Up
PRAYER OF CONFESSION


      
After the public confession below, you are encouraged to confess your sins silently to God.

Our God, we come in humility, confessing who and what we are; we are often unresponsive, for we are afraid.  When Your Spirit speaks, we turn deaf ears, for we fear what You might call us to do.    When Your Spirit touches our lips, we close our mouths, embarrassed to speak Your Word.  When the wind of Your Spirit blows, we close the windows of our hearts, afraid the breeze will disrupt our ordered lives.  When the fire of Your Spirit touches us, we quench the flame, afraid of the new life it might bring.  Forgive us, O Lord.
COMFORT AND ASSURANCE OF THE GOSPEL


        
   Ephesians 1:7 (ESV)
In him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace.
*GREETING OF PEACE






            Colossians 3:15 (ESV)
Please take this opportunity to greet those around you, offering them the right hand of fellowship and the peace which is only found in Christ.

And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. 

And be thankful.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE





      
        

Pastor:
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ You taught us to pray, and to offer our petitions to You in His name.

People:
Guide us by Your Holy Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve Your will and show Your steadfast love and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastor:

Let us pray for our friends and family.  (silence)
Pastor:
God of all generations, You formed Your church from the despised of the earth and showed them mercy, that they might proclaim salvation to all.

People:
Strengthen those You have chosen that they may faithfully endure all trials by which You conform Your church to the cross of Christ through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastor:

Let us pray for the church.  (silence)

Pastor:

God of comfort, You bear the pain of the world, and stand with those who sorrow.

People:
Look with compassion on those who are troubled, comfort them by Your Word, and bring healing as a sign of Your grace and mercy through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Pastor:

Let us pray for the sick and those who sorrow.  (silence)

Pastor:

Almighty God, whose word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray:

People:

Accept our requests and further those which will bring about Your purpose on earth.

Pastor:
As we give back to You what is rightly Yours, Your tithes and our offerings, we ask that You would multiply these gifts for Your glory and for the building of Your Kingdom.  This we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

WORSHIPING THE LORD WITH HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS            
Please take a moment to sign our “Fellowship Pad” and pass it along to those worshiping with you.  Thank you!

The offering is a vital part of our response to God and God’s Word.  It helps us connect our adoration for God with our life of discipleship.
Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said: `It is more blessed to give than to receive.'
Acts 20:35b (ESV)

OFFERTORY                            

  Make Us One


   
   by Twila Paris
*CONFESSION OF FAITH (see insert)

           Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 116 & 117

Q116 - Why do Christians need to pray?

A116 - Because prayer is the most important part of the thankfulness God requires of us.  And also because God gives his grace and Holy Spirit only to those who pray continually and groan inwardly asking God for these gifts and thanking him for them.

 

Q117 - How does God want us to pray so that he will listen to us?

A117 - First, we must pray from the heart to no other than the one true God, who has revealed himself in his Word, asking for everything he has commanded us to ask for.  Second, we must acknowledge our need and misery, hiding nothing, and humble ourselves in his majestic presence.  Third, we must rest on this unshakable foundation: even though we do not deserve it, God will surely listen to our prayer because of Christ our Lord.  That is what he promised us in his Word.

*SCRIPTURE READING (page 911 in pew Bible)


                 

          Acts 2:42 

SERMON

           
   “People Of Faith Talk & Listen To God”
Rev. David Stain
Pastor, Spring Hills Presbyterian Church
*CLOSING HYMN #629
         What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
*BENEDICTION








   

POSTLUDE

                     Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us 
           arr. by Virginia Halburg                 
Volume 14, No. 17






         
                      April 26, 2015
*The congregation stands.


