WORSHIPING THE GOD OF GRACE

October 29, 2017 - 10:30 AM

Please turn off all communication devices.  Hearing Assistance Devices and Large Print Bibles are available; please ask an Usher.

Children’s Bulletins and “Quiet Bags” are available at the Welcome Table.
The term “Reformed” is an historical term that refers to a period when the church underwent a Reformation in attempting to return Christianity to the authority of scripture.  The desire of the Reformation was not to change God's word but rather to bring the church back into accord with it.  Led by Martin Luther and John Calvin, the Reformation churches split off from the errors of the medieval Roman church and began what we know today as Protestantism.  The Church celebrates Reformation Sunday on the last Sunday of October, commemorating a significant event in the history of the Reformed tradition.  It was on October 31, 1517, that Martin Luther posted his 95 theses on the door of the church in Wittenberg protesting abuses in the church.

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
    All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name! 
         Arr. Lloyd Larson
Please take this time to quietly meditate on the following Scripture passage as you prepare your heart to worship the Lord.

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, 

whereas worldly grief produces death.  Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins 
may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.

2 Corinthians 7:10; Acts 3:19-20 (ESV)

*SONG OF PRAISE
            
          O Church Arise
*CALL TO WORSHIP


     


           Psalm 103:1-5, 8, 20-22 (ESV)
As God’s Word calls us to worship, let’s shout these words to one another recognizing that our worship is a response to God’s gracious call.
Leader:
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
People:
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.
Leader:
The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
People:
The LORD has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. 

Leader:
Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word! 
ALL:

Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will!  Bless the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion.  Bless the LORD, O my soul! 

*PRAYER OF ADORATION






           

SOLUS CHRISTUS – Christ Alone

Yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ.  
If righteousness were through the law, then Christ died for no purpose.  
For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Galatians 2:16, 21, Romans 6:23 (ESV)

*SONG OF PRAISE  
        

In Christ Alone
CALL TO CONFESSION






         Matthew 5:17-20 (ESV)

Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.  Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
     
           Used by John Calvin at Geneva and John Knox in Scotland, 1539

Almighty God, eternal Father, we acknowledge and confess to you that we were born in unrighteousness.  Our life is full of sin and transgression; we have not gladly believed your Word nor followed your holy commandments.  For your goodness’ sake and for your name’s sake, be gracious to us, we pray, and forgive us all our sin, which is very great.  Amen!

SOLA GRATIA – by Grace Alone

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing;

it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

Ephesians 2:8-9 (ESV)
COMFORT AND ASSURANCE OF THE GOSPEL    From the English Reformation, John Merbecke, 1550

This saying is true and we should believe it: that Christ Jesus came into the world to rescue sinners.  He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all that is good.  To all those who repent, therefore, I proclaim to you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen!

Pastor:

Believe this Gospel and go forth to live in peace.  And all God’s people said,

People:
AMEN!

*DOXOLOGY #731

THE APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died 

and was buried; he bore the pains of hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
*universal
*GREETING OF PEACE






 
       Luke 24:36 (ESV)

Please take this opportunity to greet those around you, offering them the right hand of fellowship and the peace which is only found in Christ.

Jesus himself stood among them, and said to them, "Peace to you!"

PASTORAL PRAYER  






      
        Pastor David Stain

I thank God whom I serve, as did my ancestors, with a clear conscience,

as I remember you constantly in my prayers night and day.

2 Timothy 1:3 (ESV)

WORSHIPPING THE LORD WITH HIS TITHES AND OUR OFFERINGS

Please take a moment to sign our “Fellowship Pad” and pass it along to those worshipping with you.  Thank you!

"But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?

Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

1 Chronicles 29:14 (NIV)
SOLA FIDE – by Faith Alone

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it – the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.

Romans 3:21-22 (ESV)

OFFERTORY  

             A Might Fortress Is Our God
       Arr. by Michael Burkhardt    
SOLA SCRIPTURA – the Scriptures Alone

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God many be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)

WORSHIP SONG


        Word Of God Speak
*SCRIPTURE READING (page 872 in pew Bible)




 
     Luke 13:1-5           

Unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.

SERMON

           
            “Accidents, Not Punishments”*
Rev. David Stain

Pastor, Spring Hills Presbyterian Church
*an edited sermon preached by Charles H. Spurgeon, September 8, 1861

SOLA DEO GLORIA – To God Alone Be The Glory

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!  Let your glory be over all the earth!  

My son, give glory to the LORD God of Israel and give praise to him.
Psalm 108:5, Joshua 7:19 (ESV)

*CLOSING HYMN #55

       To God Be The Glory
*BENEDICTION








   

POSTLUDE


                        The Solid Rock 


         Arr. Lloyd Larson    
Personal Prayer and Counsel

"Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.  Honor one another above yourselves.  Be joyful in hope, 

patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  Share with God’s people who are in need.  Practice hospitality."       

Romans 12:10, 12, 13 (NIV)
We want so much to come alongside you in brotherly love and hospitality by your allowing us to be in prayer for your salvation or any need you may have.  Please see Pastor Stain or one of our Elders at the back of the church following the worship service where we are available and eager to meet with you and pray with you in complete confidence.

Spring Hills Presbyterian Church is committed to:

CHANGED HEARTS through the power of the Gospel of Grace,

CHANGED LIVES through Biblical preaching, teaching, fellowship and discipleship, and a

CHANGED COMMUNITY, where the community is so impacted by the Gospel that it becomes predominately Christian and committed to the worship and service of our Triune God.
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*The congregation stands.


